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Applicant hereby appeals to the Board of Patent Appeals and Interferences from the last decision of the examiner. 

The fee for this Notice of Appeal is (37 CFR 1 . 1 7(b)) $ 330 . 00 



JQ( Applicant claims small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27. Therefore, the fee shown above is reduced 
by half, and the resulting fee is: 

EH A check in the amount of the fee is enclosed. 

Payment by credit card. Form PTO-2038 is attached. 

Q The Director has already been authorized to charge fees in this application to a Deposit Account. 
I have enclosed a duplicate copy of this sheet. 

% The Director is hereby authorized to charge any fees which may be required, or credit any overpayment 
to Deposit Account No. 500703 • ' have enclosed a duplicate copy of this sheet. 

□ A petition for an extension of time under 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a) (PTO/SB/22) is enclosed. 

WARNING: Information on this form may become public. Credit card information should not 
be included on this form. Provide credit card information and authorization on PTO-2038. 
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re Application 
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Title: 
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Group Art Unit: 3743 
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15 IDENTIFICATION OF CLAIMS FOR NOTICE OF APPEAL 

Mail Stop AF - APPEAL 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
20 Alexandria, VA 223 13-1450 

Sir/Madam: 

Claims 16-19 have been rejected on at least 2 occasions, having received a final office 
action rejection on July 30, 2002 and non-final rejections after Applicant's Request for 
25 Continued Examination on March 24, 2003 and December 3, 2003. The claims for which 
Applicant seeks appeal are claims 16-19 and are presented as follows: 

16. A lighter comprising: 

a lighter housing, U 

IT 

a fuel tank, located within the lighter housing, for holding the fuel, 

30 a piezoelectric unit for creating a spark, ^ 

> 

a trigger, slidably mounted in the lighter housing, for activating the ^ 
piezoelectric unit, the trigger having a stopper tab, 

rr 

a fuel-release valve being spring loaded so as to be urged into the closed ^ 
position, ^ 



1 



a spring mechanism having a nonoperational position, an operational 
position, a first portion and a second portion, the first portion locks the trigger 
when the spring mechanism is in the nonoperational position, the second portion 
opens the fiiel-release valve when the spring mechanism is in the operational 
5 position, the spring mechanism being urged into the nonoperational position, and 

a safety button for moving the spring mechanism from the nonoperational 
position to the operational position. 
17. A lighter comprising: 

a lighter housing, 

10 a fuel tank, located within said lighter housing for holding fuel, 

a piezoelectric unit for creating a spark, 

a trigger, slidably mounted in the lighter housing for activating the 
piezoelectric unit, said trigger having a stopper tab, 

a fuel-release valve being spring-loaded so as to be urged into the closed 
1 5 position, 

a spring mechanism having a non-operational position, an operational 
position, a first portion and a second portion, said first portion locks said trigger 
by interfering with said stopper tab when said spring mechanism is in the non- 
operational position, said second portion opens said fuel-release valve when said 
20 spring mechanism is in said operational position, said spring mechanism being 

biased into said non-operational position, and 

a safety button for moving said spring mechanism from said non- 



operational position to said operational position by moving said first portion of £^ 



2 



the spring mechanism out of interference with said trigger to allow depression of 



said trigger and activation of said piezoelectric unit. 



18. A lighter comprising: 



a lighter housing, 



5 



a fuel tank, located within the lighter housing, for holding the fuel, 



a piezoelectric unit for creating a spark, 

a trigger, slidably mounted in the lighter housing along a first axis, for activating the 
piezoelectric unit, the trigger having a stopper tab, 

a fuel-release valve being spring loaded so as to be urged into the closed position, said 
10 fuel release valve capable of movement along a second axis parallel to said first axis of said 
movement of said trigger, 

a spring mechanism having a nonoperational position, an operational position, a first 
portion and a second portion, the first portion locks the trigger when the spring mechanism is in 
the nonoperational position, the second portion opens the fuel-release valve when the spring 
15 mechanism is in the operational position, the spring mechanism being urged into the 
nonoperational position, and 

a safety button for moving the spring mechanism from the nonoperational position to the 
operational position. rn 
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19. A lighter comprising: 



a piezoelectric unit for creating a spark, 



a lighter housing, 



a fuel tank, located within said lighter housing for holding fuel, 




m 




a trigger, slidably mounted in the lighter housing for activating the piezoelectric unit, said 

trigger having a stopper tab, 

a fuel-release valve being spring-loaded so as to be urged into the closed position, 
a spring mechanism having a non-operational position, an operational position, a first 
5 portion and a second portion, said first portion locks said trigger by interfering with said stopper 

tab when said spring mechanism is in the non-operational position, said second portion opens 

said fuel-release valve when said spring mechanism is in said operational position, said spring 

mechanism being biased into said non-operational position, and 



10 position to said operational position by moving said first portion of the spring mechanism out of 
interference with said trigger to allow depression of said trigger and activation of said 
piezoelectric unit. 



a safety button for rotationally moving said spring mechanism from said non-operational 



Respectfully Submitted, 
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Dated: March 3, 2004 
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